
Wilson County Democratic Party 
County Executive Committee (CEC) Meeting 
June 15, 2019            Save-A-Youth Facility 

 
OPENING:  The County Executive committee (CEC) Meeting of the Democratic Party was called to Order at 9:44 
a.m. by Chairperson, Linda Cooper-Suggs.  The welcome was given to all advising them that this was the first County 
Meeting for the Wilson County Democratic Party for 2019.  CEC members include officers, all precinct chairs and 
vice chairs, State Executive Committee (SEC) members, elected officials and representatives for the district.  
Attendees were told that this was a voting meeting. 

INSPIRATION:  Dorothy Evans rendered the inspirational moment.  She called for all Democrats to rise to a higher 
level and that this was “no time to be slack”.  We were encouraged to pray, watch and work for liberty as it must be for 
all persons. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Honorable Retired Councilman, A.P. Coleman rendered the Pledge. 

ATTENDANCE:  After the Chair called the Roll for each precinct present, it was determined by First Vice Jim 
Hawley that we did have a quorum.  Proxies were submitted for Mary Joyner, Chair; (David Hicks, Vice chair); 
Charles Jones, Chair; (Derrick Creech, Vice Chair). All others were solidified by a sign- up sheet. 

It was noted that a few of the Precinct Chairs were absent via illness, hospitalization or funeral, but they had sent 
Proxies.  Elected Officials in attendance were:  Cheri Lucas, Wilson County Commissioner (N), Dist. 2; Wilson City 
Councilman Derrick Creech Dist. 7, and Commissioner Patricia Uzzell.  Commissioner Uzzell reported on the water 
situation in Lucama.  All pipes are being cleaned and work to clean the water will begin next week. 

BOARD OF ELECTIONS:  Wanda Davis, serving her 2nd year reminded us of the new voting requirements.  Chip 
Futrell, also a long time member of the Board stated that the County Boards will be able to issue voter ID’s as 
mandated by the state.  He stated that ID’s other than Driver License’s, military ID, and other forms must be presented 
to be used in the March 2020 Primary. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  A copy of the Agenda was prepared and submitted before the meeting.  Next CEC 
meeting to be held in September.  Agenda amended to show that the previous minutes were not available and will be 
available at the next CEC meeting. 

STANDING RULES:  A.P. Coleman moved to approve and accept the Democratic Party Standing Rule.  
Commissioner Cheri Lucas seconded the motion.  Chairperson stated that the Standing Rules were 
approved by acclamation. 
 
RECOGNITION OF THE HONORABLE A.P. COLEMAN:  Chairperson Cooper- Suggs asked that the group 
recognize Mr. Coleman for his years with the Wilson City Council and for all the time and effort he has spent on 
behalf of the Citizens of Wilson, NC. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM FEBRUARY:  To be approved at a later date. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Treasurer, Tom Sallenger stated that the Balance on hand as of March 30, 2019 was 
$8,984.37.  After receipts the balance was $9406.03.  Payments for Sustaining Funds have left us a balance of 
$7,964.14.    

CHAIRPERSONS REPORT:   

• Chairperson extended greetings from Past Chair, Mrs. Betty McCain; Governor Hunt and Mrs. Hunt who were 
unable to attend due to a previous engagement.  Representative Jean Farmer-Butterfield sent here regrets and 
support; attending funeral of former State Chair of Democratic Women, Mrs. Joyce Mitchell. 

• Attended Chairs and officers Training Session on May 4 and 5 (report given to Secretary for the record) in 
Greensboro sponsored by the Democratic Training Committee.  Excellent meeting. The session for the State 



Party was held on Sunday focusing on the Democratic Party’s Plan of Organization and Parliamentary 
Procedure.   

Some of the topics were: 
       How to identify and persuade voters;  
      How to create your message; 
      How to fundraise effectively; 
      How to connect authentically using digital tools 
.   

• Chairperson Cooper-Suggs has scheduled a Planning Session for the Precinct Chairs, Vice Chairs, auxiliary 
chairs, and any others to be held on June 25, 2019; 6:00pm at the Library.  We will also discuss how to get 
people to volunteer.   

• Attended the voter ID training session, mandated by the State Board of Elections, held at the Board of 
Elections. Voters must present some form of ID for the 2020 March Primary.        

• Asked all in attendance to first, secure their free ID allowing them to explain the process to voters.     
• Continuing to work on our Strategic Plan and work with the First Vice Chair to get the last 3 precincts that are 

not organized… organized! Let us stay unified and focused and elect Democrats.  
• Asked members to visit the website from the Democratic National Training Committee, 

www.traindemocrats.org.  There you can sign up and take any class that is available.   

Other items of interest for us, included the need for a headquarters and digital networking.  We should be targeting 
Millennials, etc.   

Ron Williams asked if we had contacted local College Campus democratic parties. The Chairperson stated during the 
2018 election we worked closely with the Barton College Minority Student Affairs president by meeting with them 
multiple times in which the students became involved in serving as poll workers, canvassing and phone banking.  The 
Democratic Party (with the help of Phil Valera Precinct L) and Representative Jean Farmer-Butterfield developed a 
partnership.  

Other concerns expressed were the Young democrats (age 35/36 and under) millennials, the use of getting information 
to voters via Face Book and also convicted felons. 

FIRST VICE REPORT:  Jim Hawley provided an update on precinct organization and also the need for precincts, 
without secretaries, to contact him and provide that info as soon as possible.  He also shared that we have 24 precincts, 
21 are organized.  The following are not organized:  I (Ag Center); A (Library) and Gardner’s.    Mr. Coleman 
suggested a call to Congressman Butterfield’s office; he may have information on individual precincts. 

SECOND VICE REPORT:    Ann Barnes reported that Jessica Terrell, from the State Board of Elections had a 
Power Point Presentation which should be useful in educating our workers. One question asked was “What percentage 
of fraud was found in the State in the last election?”  Very little was the response.   

Ms. Barnes reminded us that on the plus side, some forms of identification we use now, can qualify.  No one will be 
turned away. The challenge is to get the word out so people will understand the rules for 2020.  Churches, 
organizations, civic groups and the community need clarification on this new Voter ID issue.  We have time to do this, 
but no time to waste.   

Information will be sent to every residential address.  Board member, Chip Futrell shared information regarding 
absentee balloting and the voter ID standards and provisional voting.  After you get your provisional vote, you have 10 
days between time the vote is cast and the official vote which is declared by the Board of Elections. A vote is not 
certified until the Board of Election clears it after 10 days.  For those unable to go personally, an affidavit will be 
attached that person must sign to verify why they cannot get picture ID photocopied. 

THIRD VICE REPORT:   Wayne Willingham explained how the use of social media could help with finding 
volunteers and/or new members and consistently adding information.  Several ways were discussed regarding how to 



reach Millennials: Facebook, Instagram, Meetup, and Snap chat to name a few.  Bottom line, we need an effective 
venue by which we can target and get our message out to young people.   

Announced that “Welcome back Day at Barton” will be held on August 19, 2019.  Chairman stated that in the past, the 
Party partnered with Democratic Women at this event.   

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN:  Nancy Hawley, Chair of the Women’s group reminded attendees that men can join for 
$5.00 but they have no vote.  Membership for women is $20 per year.  The group is highly focused on educating the 
public on health care, education and women’s issues.  Meetings are held the 4th Mondays of each month – except 
summer and December.   

AFRICAN AMERICAN CAUCUS:  Zette McArn., Chair stated that she attended the State Executive Committee 
(SEC) meeting. Announced the upcoming Women of Color Forum to be held on August 10, 2019 in Durham at 
North Carolina Central University, Morgan-Miller Building.  Caucus meetings are usually held the 2nd Saturday of the 
month.  Next meeting is set for August 10th.  Invitees can visit on Facebook/African American caucus.   

The Chairperson reminded all auxiliaries to make sure meeting dates and special announcements are made available 
to her and Secretary.   

Chief Willie Williams has volunteered to Chair the Fall Fling again this year and if anyone is interested in helping him 
please let us know.   

Remember the Voter Training scheduled for June 25, 2019. Open to all Democrats.     

Chip Futrell reported that ID machines are now available for the Picture ID at Board of Elections.   

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business the meeting adjourned. 

Submitted, 
  
Brenda W. Avery, Secretary 


