
Wilson County Democratic Party Meeting 

Saturday, June 17, 2017 

Minutes 

 
The Wilson County Democratic Party Meeting met at the Wilson County Public Library and was called to 

order by the Chair, Linda Cooper-Suggs at 9:30 AM.   She began by welcoming everyone and thanking 

them for their commitment.   Meditation and prayer were given by Ann Y. Barnes followed by the pledge 

of Allegiance led by Ray Chambers.  

Roll Call and Quorum: The First Vice Chair, Jim Hawley, stated a roll call and quorum is unnecessary 

since this is not an Executive Committee Meeting.  

Adoption of Agenda:  Moved by Dewey Sheffield and seconded by Chip Futrell that the agenda be 

adopted. Motion approved.  

Approval of Minutes: The Chair stated that she had received the May 13, 2017 minutes but needed to 

approve them at the June meeting once corrections were made.   

Chairman’s Report: 
Some of the updates provided by the Chair included:   
 
* Thanked everyone who attended the District 1 and 2 Congressional Meetings.  Nineteen people 
attended the 1st Congressional District Meeting and five attended the 2nd Congressional meeting.  
Meetings were informative and were expedited very smoothly.   
 
* Shared she had attended several meetings including the North Carolina Black Caucus Legislative 
Breakfast (Raleigh, NC) with Senator Angela Bryant and Representative Jean Farmer-Butterfield; the 
NAACP Meeting; Church events; participated in the conference calls with Doug Wilson, State Democratic 
Party Executive Director; calls with Julia Lee, State Democratic Party Pipeline Coordinator; call with the 
State Coordinator for the Senior Auxiliary Division.   
 
*Continued by thanking First Vice Chair, Jim Hawley, for continuing to assist in disseminating 
information to the Wilson Dems while we are still in transition with officer’s duties; and Beth Punte, 
Second Vice Chair, for meeting with the Fundraising Committee/Fall Fling.  She thanked all persons 
serving on the Fundraising Committee.  She thanked our website coordinator, Lori Oxendine, for her 
continued work on the website.  Several of the features of the website were projected on the screen 
and the Chair encouraged members to visit the site for updates.   
 
* Also shared that the work sessions are continuing and thanked the volunteers.  She also encouraged 

others to attend. She stated by compiling and preparing this data base, this will help with future elections. 

The next session will be held Tuesday, June 20, 2017, 1:00 PM at the library. 

Treasurer Report:  In the absence of the treasurer, Tom Sallenger, the chair gave the report he had provided: 
Balance as of June 16, 2017 …………………………….. $3,669.76 
  ($161.00 dedicated to the Sustaining Fund) 
Income ………………………………………………………..$ 500.00 (Fall Fling Sponsor) 
Total to be Accounted For …………………………………………………………….……………. $4,169.76 
 
Officer Reports: 

First Vice Chairman, Jim Hawley projected a list of the 14 organized precincts and a list of 10 precincts 

which need to be organized. He continued by sharing that knowing and contacting individuals residing in 

that precinct is one of the best ways to organize.  The process is to call a meeting with a minimum of five 

voters in attendance. to notify the Chair of the meeting; Chair will grant permission; and the form must be 



completed.  He said he is presently working with voters from the Stantonsburg and Saratoga Precincts.  

Asking members present to assist by talking with people that you know who live in the unorganized 

precincts.  

Eva Richardson( (Precinct E Chair) stated that she was presently working to find individuals to help 

organize Precincts A and B as requested by the Chair; Ken Barnes (Black Creek ) stated that he would 

assist also. 

Second Vice Chair, Beth Punte, shared that she had met with the Fundraising/Fall Fling Committee on 

June 7, 2017, at the library and 7 people were in attendance. The Fling will be held Thursday, September 

21, 2017 from 6:00 – 9:00 PM at Something Different Restaurant.  She identified the cost for the various 

sponsorships from $100 to $1000; the tickets will cost $50.00; with a $35.00 cost for teachers.  The next 

meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 27th _ and she encouraged others to attend and assist.  

Discussion ensued concerning the guest speaker and she shared that the committee was trying to get 

Governor Roy Cooper and Dan Blue II.  Some suggestions were made to try and get Dan Blue III who ran 

in the November Election.  She thanked everything for their hard work. 

Third Vice Chair, Erick Jenkins, was absent but had sent a report to the chair the previous evening.  

The Chair stated that the officers would first review the report once he returns so for discussion and 

clarity.  

Chip Futrell, Board of Elections member, shared with the group some of the legal issues facing the 

installation of the new board members.  A definite date has not been established.  

Asa Gregory encouraged the Party to support the ERA Amendment ratification and also expressed a 

recommendation to research the role BBT plays in the gas pipeline issues. 

There being no further business it was moved by Chip Futrell and seconded by Dewey Sheffield that the meeting 
be adjourned. 
 Meeting adjourned. 
 
Submitted: 
Travis Patterson, Secretary  
 
 

   

 

 


