
Wilson County Democratic Party 

July 14, 2018  Wilson County Public Library 

Officers in Attendance:  Chairman, Linda Cooper -Suggs, 2nd Vice Brenda Avery, Treasurer:  

Tom Sallenger, Esq.  Absent:  1st and 3rd Vice Chairman; Secretary 

Chairman Cooper- Suggs called for approval of the Agenda.  The Agenda was adopted 

unanimously.   

MINUTES: were approved with the following corrections: 

(1) Correction of Mark Sewell to Mark Jewell 

(2) Also corrected in the Minutes of April 21, 2018. 

(3) The addition of the Endorsement of Sheriff Calvin Woodard  

(4) Democratic Women – vacancies have been filled by Beth Punte, President and Dr.  Carol 

White, 1st Vice President. 

(5) The reference to the Democratic Women’s “Bloomin’ Garden” party should be changed 

from April 23 to June 23, 2018. 

A.P. Coleman moved to approve the Minutes with the aforementioned corrections.  Roddie 

Worthington seconded the motion.  Motion Approved. 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Tom Sallenger reported that all reports have been filed and 

received by the State Board of Elections.  He also report that as of July 14, 2018, the balance in 

the County’s Treasurer is $9,030.10. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT:  Chairman Cooper-Suggs recognized and congratulated Caroline 

Quinn, the newly appointed Clerk of Court for Wilson County and Commissioner Joann Daniels, 

newly appointed County Commissioner.  Also in the meeting was Noah Grady, representing the 

Young Democrats from the 2nd Congressional.    

Chip Futrell and Wanda Davis from the Board of Elections were available to report on Early 

Voting and any other items of interest to the membership.   

Early Voting begins on October 17, 2018.  We will have 17 days from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. for 

the sites that are chosen.  The Chairman continued with the ruling made by Governor Cooper 

regarding the addition of Early Voting on November 3. 

Other information with be discussed at the Board of Elections on July 17th at 4:30p.m.  All were 

encouraged to attend the meeting.  Chip Futrell also encouraged attendance because of the 

importance of the meeting.  Not only would early voting be discussed, but locations as well as 

BOE hours on Sunday. 

Mr. Futrell stressed that no more than 2 minutes would be allowed to express your points at that 

meeting. 

Chairman Cooper-Suggs reported that Candidates for the NC Court of Appeals: Allegro Collins, 

Toby Hampson, John Arrowwood and the NC Supreme Court Candidate Anita Earles have all 



been endorsed by the Party.  This endorsement will prevent other Democrats from contesting 

their nominations.  They can be contested by Republicans.   

In an effort to work smarter, I have met with some Field Organizers and will continue so 

throughout the week. 

We need to pull people who will work in notifying churches, organizations, young people and 

other registered voters who have not voted recently (last 3-5 elections). 

HEADQUARTERS:  New Headquarters is scheduled to open August 11, 2018 at 218 Nash 

Street NE, (next door to Congressman G.K. Butterfields’ Field Office.)  We will share space 

with NC House Representative, Jean Farmer Butterfield.  By sharing the space with 

Representative Butterfield we can eliminate some of our costs. 

We need technical support people.  We do have Vote Builder available to us.  We will also need 

a team just to deal with everyday citizens who will have questions. 

The Chairman reported that the AKA’s will be canvassing the High Schools to enroll students 

who will be turning 18, making them eligible to vote.   

The Sheriff’s race is another matter for concern.  Although Sheriff Woodard did well in the 

Primary, we must let people know it is not over.  The real vote comes in November and we must 

be ready as Democrats to support our candidate. 

GRAND OPENING:  Our Grand Opening for the New Headquarters will be Saturday, August 

11, 2018.  If you can help, your service would be greatly appreciated.   

FALL FLING:  We plan to have our Fall Fling on September 20, 2018 and our proposed Guest 

Speaker will be Linda Coleman, but hopefully all of the Candidates will also be available to 

come.  

Several individuals have expressed an interest in helping us with that event: 

Dewey Sheffield, Wanda Davis, George Leach, Willie Williams, A.P. Coleman and Brenda 

Avery.  We will be setting a date for our first meeting this week and will be in touch with 

everyone. 

GOTV: The Chairperson Cooper- Suggs suggested that Precinct Chairs come together and share 

information that is working for them.  Turf map and other information are available to be used.  

George Leach and Randolph Sessoms reported that they have secured information from the 

Board of Elections for their Precincts and have already begun to strategize. 

AUXILIARY REPORTS: 

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN:  Vice President, Carol White reported that the Democratic Women 

had been successful with the recent Garden Party they had at Atty. Michelle Okoh-Bernis’ home 

on June 23.  The dues for women are $20.00 and men, who will have no voting rights, is $4.00. 



Ms. White also reported that Mark Jewell (NCAE) would be speaking on Secretary of Education, 

Betsy Devos’ plan for Public Schools on August 2, 2018 at Jackson Chapel Church at 7:00 p.m.  

All were urged to attend. 

AFRICAN AMERICAN CAUCUS:  David Reid and Zette McArn wanted to verify and 

reiterate their endorsement of Sheriff Calvin Woodard for Sheriff of Wilson County. 

HISPANIC CAUCUS:  Their next meeting will be July 28, 2018 at the Methodist Church.  

There will be an immigration clinic, which will be focused on getting Identification Cards, etc., 

for Latinos here in Wilson.  The Caucus was asked to send information on their future meeting 

dates to be shared with membership. 

PROGRESSIVE CAUCUS:  Asa Gregory stated that their objective is to focus on issues of the 

candidates.  They are planning on a Voter Registration Drive and will be working with the other 

Caucuses. 

Mrs. Betty McCain did want the membership to know that the Chair, Linda Cooper- Suggs had 

been recognized for her community service at the NAACP Freedom Fund Banquet. 

REPRESENTATIVE FARMER-BUTTERFIELD:  Thanked everyone for their support and 

asked that we stay aware of what is happening in Raleigh.  The Legislature is working at 

stripping the Governor of his rights.  The State has to be turned from Red to Blue. 

ADJOURNMENT:  With a motion from George Leach and a 2nd by A.P. Coleman, the meeting 

was adjourned at 10:43 a.m. 

Submitted by,   
Brenda Avery, Acting Secretary 
2nd Vice Chair 
 

 

 

 

 


