
Wilson County Democratic Party Meeting 
Saturday, March 11, 2017 

Minutes 
 

 

Betty R. McCain, County Chair, called the meeting to order shortly after 9:00 AM.  Anne Y. Barnes offered the 
opening prayer.  Ray Chambers then led the Pledge of Allegiance.   Chair McCain welcomed the group.      

Jim Hawley, secretary, presented minutes from our last meeting.  Minutes had been previously distributed 
electronically.  A.P. Coleman moved to approve the minutes as distributed; Lori Oxendine seconded.  Motion 
passed. 

Robert Rountree, Treasurer, then provided a brief treasurer’s report.  We have a current balance of $7,324.22. 

Next, Linda Cooper-Suggs, Wilson County Democratic Party Headquarters Manager, reported on party work and the 
headquarters.  Linda opened with a request for a moment of silence in honor of Ms. Euchita Smith, one of our hard-
working volunteers from the Gardners area, who recently passed away. 
 
Linda thanked everyone for their work during the last election, and talked about a few things we could have done 
differently and better.  (See list attached.)  A strong point in her list was the continuing need to strengthen our 
Precincts. 
 
Auxiliary reports were made next.  Zette McArn reported that the African American Caucus would be meeting 
within the next two weeks.  Mary Joyner talked about a project of getting phone numbers for our elected 
representatives, and participating in a telephone drive to call our Senators and Congressmen to let them know we 
do not favor cuts in Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid.  There was a spirited discussion of Medicare and 
Medicaid, with Mary Williams pointing out how significant cuts in those programs would be to many Wilson County 
residents. 
 
Wanda Davis reported from the Democratic Women of Wilson County about that group’s efforts and progress.  
Currently, they are involved in a major fund-raising activity, with proceeds to be used to support Democrats running 
in the next election.  The fund-raiser involves a raffle of a Gift Card Basket, with a total of $500 in gift cards.  Tickets 
are five dollars each, or five can be purchased for $20.00.  The project is off to a great start. 
 
Following auxiliary reports, Mary Joyner reported from the NAACP about an effort to focus attention, again through 
telephone calls to our elected officials regarding what is happening to the Affordable Care Act.  She explained that 
they were determined to focus on referring to the Act as the ACA, and move away from calling it “ObamaCare.”  She 
also mentioned efforts to support Governor Roy Cooper, as he struggles to resist the Republican Legislature from 
further weakening the office of North Carolina Governor. 
 
There was further spirited discussion of the possible effects of the President Trump cuts to Medicaid on Wilson 
County residents.   
 
Bob James talked about his frustration that more of our local elected Democratic office holders do not attend Party 
meetings.  There were calls for more and better educational materials and efforts.  Much of the discussion seemed 
to come back to the need for stronger Precinct organization, and activity at the Precinct level.  Ray Chambers, First 
Vice Chair, clarified that all Precinct paperwork for organization was due no later than March 15, 2017.  Only a few 
Precincts have submitted the paperwork as of today.   
 
There was discussion of trying cluster precinct meetings again.  Arcelio Newell made a passionate statement about 
the need for better communication and involvement, particularly in relation to those serving as SEC (State Executive 
Committee) representatives.   
 



Ms. Deborah Powell, representative of the Wilson County School Board, made a presentation to the group.  She 
welcomed comments and invited input to the Board. 
 
Albert Pacer, who ran for State Senate from our district, made a strong statement about the need for more 
individual Precinct workers.   
 
Councilman A.P. Coleman spoke on the necessity of the races working together, and not slipping into a “white 
issues” versus “black issues” mentality, as we work together to get more Democrats elected. 
 
Asa Gregory reported on the possibility of developing a new auxiliary, Progressive Issues Caucus.  He will provide 
more information later.  Asa also provided an update on his mother, Bobi Gregory, who suffered serious health 
issues recently.  Bobi is now in LifeCare in Rocky Mount, where she is receiving care.  Added note from Asa: 

"Mom is doing much better and seems more alert and beautiful than ever. She has been (as I 
like to say, in social media terms, "trending up"). She is in very good hands at LifeCare, from 
what I've seen during my visits there. I am confident that she will continue the great progress 
that we have seen at Vidant and now at LifeCare.  
 
My father asks that folks give her some time to get "comfy" before she receives visitors just 
yet. However, you may call/text Asa at (252) 289-4618 for any updates on the availability of a 
visit. Prayers, good energy, love and light are always welcome, as Mom/Bobi can feel it.  
 
We thank you all for your love, concern and support during this time, which started out to be 
very frightening. We look forward to escorting Mom/Bobi back to a meeting of the Wilson 
County Democratic Party ASAP. She (and we) love you all. Peace be unto you." 

Chair McCain announced more details on the up-coming Wilson County Democratic Party Convention, which will be 
held Saturday, April 8, 2017, at the Wilson County Courthouse.  Secretary of State Elaine Marshall will be our 
speaker.   
 
Chip Futrell moved to adjourn, and the motion passed. 
 

  

 

 

Submitted: 

Jim Hawley, Secretary. 

 


